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When Reginald reported that he had been "busy," the
exquisite shrunk as from a chilling blast. " Busy ? Never
employ that term with me. No gentleman is ever busy.
Only insects and City people are busy."

Finally, his affection returning with his equilibrium, he
invited his nephew into the inner chamber "to see him
having his coat put on," and, when that delicate operation
was perfected and his toilet surveyed carefully for the last
time,- he bestowed his most gracious favour: "Now,
Reginald, HI make your fortune. I will walk down the
Mall with you to White's, and you may be seen talking to
me for a few moments at the club window. Could any
one possibly do more ?"

Through this airy scene it was developed that the Beau
had bestowed his affection on Miss Mariana Vincent,
daughter of a City merchant of means. Though marriage
would repair his fortunes, his love was not wholly mer-
cenary. "I should not like," he confided to his valet,
"to make a loan for life and give myself as security."
Unbeknown to him, his nephew's heart was given in the
same quarter, and ignorant though good-natured Mr.
Vincent's eagerness to marry his daughter to the great Mr.
Brummell, in hopes of social advancement, completed the
simple complications of the story.

To give an adequate idea of what Mansfield accom-
plished with the character is impossible. He gave in-
numerable expressions of the Beau's conscious elegance
as he moved through the earlier scenes of the Prince's
call, the confusion of Mr. Vincent for his tailor, and the
dance at Carleton House where he graciously defended
the ignorant merchant from the wrath of the Prince,
even to the extent of ironically resenting the royal bad
manners by leaving with the alleged historic thrust: "Ion.
